
There was no way of knowing at the end of 2019
we would be entering a wave of disasters affecting
every aspect of our lives. What 2020 became was
a series of rolling disasters. The killing of George
Floyd, the burning of California, political campaigns
sharing allegations of voter fraud and illegal voting,
and the worst pandemic the world has seen in
more than a century. In the midst of these
tragedies we found courage, we found grace, we
sacrificed, and we found hope. There were people
who were experiencing their worst willing to rise
up to be their very best  for another. 

It was hope that inspired us to continue our
meetings even though there were risks involved.
When the COVID-19 cases began to rise we took a
30 day break to just to assess the scene and to
determine how we could safely move forward to
ensure that our youth and families are supported
during this very difficult time. We were able to
safely meet through enacting social distancing
measures, meeting in smaller groups, masks, and
temperature checks to ensure that all of our
families are protected.
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ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER
In the age of COVID-19 and widespread racial
injustice, black youth need positive mentoring
relationships now more than ever. Beyond the
classroom, young black men need a network of
role models to support, encourage, and empower
them to pursue their wildest dreams. 

The pandemic has stripped away their ability to
return to their classrooms and safely engage in
organized after school activities. With this in mind
we have increased engagement, leveraging
technology, social distancing, and community
partners to ensure that the mental and emotional
wellbeing of our young men are supported. 

In 2020 we celebrated the graduation of our
eldest mentee, Demetrius. Demetrius joined in
2016 and has been connected ever since. He is
deeply committed to his family, education, and
employment. He has plans to continue his
education in Digital Media with St. Louis
Community College and is currently employed.
We are more than proud of Demetrius and
cannot wait to see what the future holds for him.

In 2020 we also celebrated first time employment
of our newest mentee, Aabrial. Aabrial joined in
2020 and his family has been very supportive of
our efforts in the community. In partnership with
Nebula Coworking we are able to assist youth
with summer employment. Aabrial assisted
Nebula with watering their flower planters and
gardening areas. Aabrial enjoyed this opportunity
and Nebula was very grateful for his help.
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This year our mentoring relationships have grown
and we are no longer a collection of families, but
have became a family. Our parents are
committed to supporting other parents and our
young men are supporting one another. 

Despite the waves of disasters that has impacted
our nation and local communities, our families
did not allow them to overtake them, but were
proactive in ensuring that everyone was well. 

In 2020, we added 5 new families to our fold and
we are grateful for the opportunity to support
these young men.


